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Despite significant advances in the overall management of patients, including the use of
various preventative strategies, chemoprophylaxis and ART, the burden of disease worldwide
that is due to HIV infection remains high, particularly in low-income countries. The major
impact of HIV infection falls on the respiratory system, with the spectrum of conditions that
complicate HIV infection spanning a myriad of respiratory conditions. These include both
infectious diseases (particularly TB, CAP, PCP and various other opportunistic infections)
and noninfectious diseases (such as COPD and asthma, bronchiectasis, lung cancer, diffuse
parenchymal lung disorders and pulmonary vascular disorders).

While ART has had a very positive impact on the management of HIV infection, patients still
continue to develop complications that are related to HIV infection, many of which are
linked with lifestyle, such as ongoing smoking, alcohol consumption and drug use. The
introduction of ART itself may occasionally be associated with the development of
respiratory and systemic manifestations as a consequence of IRIS.

It is therefore with delight that we introduce this Monograph, which comprehensively
addresses the very numerous and diverse conditions that may be associated with and
complicate HIV infection. The chapters span the spectrum of infectious and noninfectious
diseases, and address issues both in paediatric and adult populations. Each of the 19 chapters
is written by acknowledged experts in the field and provides a comprehensive description
of the conditions associated with HIV infection. The authors provide state-of-the-art updates
on the different areas discussed, and many chapters include recommendations for the
management of the various conditions. Topics discussed include: the epidemiology of HIV
infection; current antiretroviral recommendations; communicable and non-communicable
diseases and their treatment and prevention; HIV infection in pregnancy, and the diagnostic
and therapeutic implications for the newborn; complications in paediatric practice;
transplantation; and IRIS in patients on ART.

It is becoming increasingly common for physicians to encounter patients with HIV infection
in their daily practice, and it is hoped that this Monograph will provide an interesting and
informative insight into the various complications that may occur in these patients.
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