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Nosocomial pneumonia, and particularly ventilator-associated pneumonia (VAP), is the
second most frequent intra-hospital infection. The incidence of VAP has decreased in the last

5 years, from 14 to 9–10 cases per 1,000 days of mechanical ventilation. This has been an
important achievement but nosocomial pneumonia and VAP still carry very high rates of
morbidity and mortality and high financial costs.

In this issue of the European Respiratory Monograph we have tried to attract new information in
the field of nosocomial pneumonia and VAP and to appeal to physicians that directly or indirectly
(microbiologists) manage this type of respiratory infection daily. Updates on the new advances in
the aetiopathogenesis, epidemiology, diagnosis (including biomarkers) and treatment are provided
by renowned authors. New treatment approaches and new antibiotics have also been reviewed and
are presented by experts in the field. With regards to microbial aetiology, viruses and fungi are
reviewed as potential causes of VAP by clinicians and are discussed in a chapter focussing on
fungal VAP. Ventilator-associated tracheobronchitis, a highly controversial entity, is also discussed
in one of the chapters. The chapters that deal with what we have learnt from animal models and
subsequent preventive measures provide new and relevant information.

Overall we believe that this Monograph is original as it includes new information, which has been
published in the last 5 years. We want to thank all authors for their excellent contributions which,
with without doubt, will help in the management of this important problem.
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